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EXCEPTIONAL LEADERSHIP AND DEDICATION

A Report on Hon Matt
Thistlethwaite MP

Federal Member for Kingsford Smith, has a
distinguished political career. Previously an
Australian Senator from 2011 to 2013, he
transitioned to the House of Representatives for
Kingsford Smith, New South Wales in 2013.
Hon Matt Thistlethwaite Continued on page 5

Dr. Faroque Amin, Editor

Hon Matt Thistlethwaite MP, currently
serving as the Assistant Minister for Defence,
Assistant Minister for Veterans’ Affairs, and
Assistant Minister for the Republic, and the
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Bangladesh: Election must be held

under constitution BUT.....I?

As per the constitution,
Bangladesh gears up for its
12th  national  parliamentary

election on 7 January 2024, the
political landscape is rife with
complexities and concerns. The
rivalry between the ruling Awami
League  Continued on page 12
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New Pre-Emponment

Support for Parents

The Albanese Labor Government will
introduce a new voluntary pre-employment
service for parents from 1 November
2024, to replace the former government’s
ParentsNext program.

This is a reimagined program, that will
support parents to achieve their education,
employment and career goals, while
keeping their family front and centre.

The design of the new program and its
offerings is informed by consultation with
parents and their real life experiences, and
builds on the recommendations of experts,
including the Women’s Economic Equality

Merry Christmas

i Ilove that I'm part of a community :
: that proudly celebrates their own i
¢ traditions and openly welcomes all
¢ to join in. Wishing the peace and
i joy of Christmas for you, and for :
i the whole world. Thank you to local :
i students Phoebe, Lexi, Peter and
i Elisha for their incredible drawings. :

From Tony Burke MP Facebook page,
i published on 25 December 2023.

Taskforce.

The service will be available to parents
with young children under 6 years who
are facing disadvantage and would like to
access support to prepare for their future.
This is what single parents — the majority
of whom are women — around the country
have told the Government they want, and
it’s what we’re delivering.

The previous government’s program was
punitive, counterproductive and caused
harm. The new service will provide, on a
voluntary basis:

¢ Pre-employment activities to assist

—
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Australia votes in favor of
Gaza ceasefire at UN

i 1 s

Australia in support of
a ceasefire in Gaza

i Australia has voted in favour of the
i UNresolution for a ceasefire in Gaza.

From Tony Burke MP Facebook page,
i published on 13 December 2023.

parents who want to enter or re-enter
the labour market.

¢ Qualified and experienced mentors to
support parents while they are in the
service.

¢ Improved and more transparent access
to financial support to help parents
engage in the new service and build
their skills and capability.

The new service has been designed based

on feedback from parents about the type of

support they want, and will be delivered by

providers with close connections to local

communities.

FINANCIAL REVIEW |

: Hire firm used ‘below
E"award‘ business model
; for decades: ruling
R
] ;J;u.iu.&nfun'btm awund
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Whether it’s wage theft or zombie
i agreements, my message to
employers everywhere is simple:

just pay people properly.

From Tony Burke MP Facebook page,
i published on 22 December 2023.

The Government will continue consulting
with parents on what support works best
for them, including through a new Parents’
Advisory Group. The current ParentsNext
program will be extended until 31 October
2024, and will continue to be voluntary
during that period. This will give certainty
to parents taking part in the program. For
more information, visit www.dewr.gov.au/
new-voluntary-parent-service

From Tony Burke MP website: https://www.
tonyburke.com.au/ published as a joint media
release - Ministers Gallagher & Burke.

Australia Music
T-Shirt Day
Happy #AusmusicTShirtDay
from the greatest pub rock band :

in the Australian Parliament ‘Left
Right Out’. :

From Tony Burke MP Facebook page,
i published on 30 November 2023.

Under the Albanese
i Labor  Government, the

increased 0.2 per cent to an

wages moving. That’s why the

Dutton and the Coalition :

unemployment rate continues
i to have a ‘3’ in front of it,
© wages growth has a ‘4’ in front
i of it and more than 700,000
i new jobs have been created.

i Today’s ABS Labour Force
i Figures show the unemployment
i rate remains at historic lows
{ — coming in at 3.9 per cent.
{2023 is the first year — since the
i ABS started recording monthly
i employment figures — where
every unemployment figure has
come in below 4 per cent.

The figures show, in November,

employment increased by

61,500 — exceeding all market

expectations.

¢ Importantly, 93 per cent
of that was full-time
employment, which rose
by 57,000 to stand at a new
record high of 9,905,900.

¢ The  participation  rate

all-time high of 67.2 per cent.

¢ The female participation
rate stood at an equal record
high of 62.9 per cent.

This Government has created
more jobs than any other first
term government on record,
and we’re only halfway through
the term. More Australians are
working.

More Australians are working
in secure jobs. Working
Australians are being better
paid. The Albanese Labor
Government  changed the
law last year to better fund
early childhood education, to
improve flexibility in work and
to close the gender pay gap.
The gender pay gap is now at
its lowest level ever.

Female participation is at a
record high. The number of
women in jobs is at a record
high. This is the Albanese Labor

AND THERE ARE
700,000
NEW JOBS THAT

HAVE BEEN
CREATED
b

Government’s policies working
for Australia. We understand
Australians are doing it tough
and our economy is slowing —
that’s why we are rolling out
tens of billions of dollars in
cost-of-living relief, fixing the
budget, and making welcome
and encouraging progress in the
fight against inflation.

It’s also why we’re doing
everything we can to get

Government passed its Secure
Jobs, Better Pay legislation last
year — to get wages moving
again and improve conditions
for workers. That’s why we
passed our Closing Loopholes
legislation through Parliament
last week — to stop the
underpayment of workers and
improve safety in workplaces.
Stopping the underpayment
of workers is key to getting
wages moving.

And wages are moving again,
after a decade where they
were kept deliberately low by
the previous government. The
latest Wage Price Index shows
wages growing at 4 per cent.
This is the highest wage growth
since 2009 and the highest ever
quarterly growth in the history
of the Wage Price Index.
Importantly we’ve also now
seen two consecutive quarters
of real wage increases. Peter

spent a decade in government |
deliberately keeping wages low.
They might be in Opposition :
now, but they’re still committed :
to keeping wages low. :
It’s why they said: :
¢ “No” to backing workers on

the minimum wage.
¢ “No” to backing workers on

awards.
¢ “No” to a 15 per cent pay

rise for aged care workers.
¢ “No” to the Government’s

Secure Jobs, Better Pay laws.
Closing

¢ “No” to our
Loopholes laws.
Peter  Dutton and  the

Opposition have now voted 36
times against legislation to get :
wages moving.

From Tony Burke MP website:
https://www.tonyburke.com.
au/ published as a media
release.
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Continued from pgae 1

recently led Australia’s
delegation to the United Nations
Peacekeeping Ministerial Meeting
held in Ghana. Australia remains
steadfast in its commitment to
bolstering UN peace operations,
recognising its pivotal role in
addressing global challenges.
The imperative to maintain the
effectiveness of this system was a
focal point of discussions.

During the conference, there
was a significant emphasis on
implementing solutions to make
peace operations environmentally
sustainable,  contributing  to
a positive ecological legacy.
Additionally, promoting equal
and meaningful participation of
women in these initiatives was a
key consideration.

In  his interactions  with
international ministerial
counterparts at this event, it
became evident that there is
a shared perspective on the
importance of these issues. Matt
Thistlethwaite’s  diverse  skill
set allows him to contribute
effectively across various fields
within the community.

Hon Matt Thistlethwaite MP
has consistently demonstrated
exemplary leadership and
unwavering dedication in his
role as a Member of Parliament.
Serving his constituents
with passion and integrity,
Thistlethwaite has become a
respected figure in Australian
politics. His commitment to public
service is evident in his tireless
efforts to address the diverse
needs of his community. From
advocating for crucial social and
economic issues to championing
environmental sustainability,
Thistlethwaite has proven
himself as a forward-thinking and
compassionate representative.

— — — —
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Turmeric (Curcuma Longa) is
a bright yellow spice derived
from the roots of the turmeric
plant. It is widely recognized
for its culinary uses. Turmeric is
used in many dishes to provide
both flavor and color. It is
used in traditional Chinese and
Ayurveda medicines due to its
medicinal properties. Curcumin
is an active compound
responsible for its health
benefits and vibrant color. It is
known for its antioxidant and
anti-inflammatory  properties.
Turmeric has gained admiration
in modern wellness trends.
Numerous studies explore its
potential health benefits from
arthritis to heart health.

Anti-Inflammatory
Powerhouse

Curcumin is a  bioactive
compound in the turmeric. It
possesses anti-inflammatory
properties. Chronic
inflammation is associated with
various disease pathogenesis,
such as cancer, heart disease, and
neurodegenerative conditions. It
helps alleviate inflammation and
contributes to the management
and prevention of inflammatory
disorders by inhibiting
inflammatory molecules.

Improve Brain Health

Turmeric helps to support brain
health and preserve cognitive
functions. The ability of
curcumin to cross the blood-
brain barrier has generated
concern in its neuroprotective
properties.  Several studies
revealed that it also helps to
delay age-related decreases in
brain functions. Its antioxidant
and anti-inflammatory actions
contribute to a brain-protective
effect. Emerging research
reveals, that there is a potential
link between mood regulation
and curcumin. More studies
are needed to support this
finding. It may have anxiolytic
and antidepressant effects that
contribute to mental well-being.

Support Heart Health

Turmeric promotes
cardiovascular ~ health by
enhancing endothelium

functions, which contributes to
improved overall cardiovascular
functions and blood flow. The
endothelium is the lining of blood
vessels. Its antioxidant and anti-
inflammatory functions decrease
the factors that contribute to
heart diseases, such as oxidative
stress and inflammation.

Improve Liver Health
Traditionally, turmeric

has been used to sustain 1.
liver health. The anti- &

N

inflammatory and
antioxidant properties of
turmeric help to support the
liver’s detoxification function
and protect it from damage.

TURMERIC-
A MAGICAL

Columnist Nozaina

Dermatological Benefits

Turmeric ~ helps in  the
management of various skin
conditions. It helps to brighten
the skin and clear the uneven
skin tone. Turmeric soap
quickly healing the skin wound.
Due to its anti-inflammatory
properties, turmeric decreases
skin inflammation and forms
new skin tissues. The addition of
turmeric in the skincare routine
decreases pigmentation and dark
spots and brightens the skin tone.

Dental Health

It has been suggested by some
studies that turmeric helps to
treat and prevent oral disease.
Turmeric’s anti-microbial and
anti-inflammatory ~ properties
may improve oral health.

Antioxidant Defense

Turmeric possesses antioxidant
properties. By neutralizing
free radicals, antioxidants fight
oxidative stress. Free radicals
can damage cells and contribute
to chronic diseases and aging.
Turmeric protects the cells
from oxidative damage
by scavenging the
free  radicals.
It promotes
overall well- +
being. o L

Relief Arthritis

Turmeric may help to ease
the symptoms of rheumatoid
arthritis and  osteoarthritis,
improving the function of joints
and reducing pain. Studies
reveal that people suffering
from arthritis may find relief
after consuming turmeric. Due
to its potential to modulate
inflammatory pathways, it is
found to be a helpful natural
remedy for joint-related issues.

Prevent Cancer

Turmeric possesses anti-cancer
properties. It interferes with
numerous molecular pathways,
that are involved in cancer spread,
growth, and  development.
Research is ongoing, turmeric
found to be effective in cancer
prevention and treatment. Due to
its ability to modulate oxidative
stress and inflammation, it may
reduce the risk of certain cancers
such as colon, intestine, skin, and
oral cancer.

Diabetes Management
Turmeric decreases
inflammation and keeps the
blood sugar level normal. It
could be an effective tool to
treat or prevent type 2 diabetes.
Studies reveal that it improves
insulin resistance and helps to
regulate blood sugar levels,
contributing  to  improved
glycemic control.

Gastrointestinal Health
Turmeric promotes digestive
health due to its anti-
inflammatory properties. It may
help to ease the symptoms related
to inflammatory bowel diseases,
such as ulcerative colitis and
Crohn’s disease. The soothing
effect of turmeric on the digestive
tract makes it a popular choice for
those people who are looking for
natural digestive support.

Manage Weight

It has been found that turmeric
may decrease fat tissue growth,
restrain weight regains, promote
weight loss, and enhance
insulin sensitivity. Due to its
anti-inflammatory  properties,
turmeric reduces inflammation
in the body. It suppresses
the inflammatory
condition in muscle,
fat, and pancreatic
cells. According to

a study, turmeric suppresses
the growth of fat tissues.
Incorporation of turmeric in a
healthy lifestyle may help to
maintain a healthy weight.

Anti-Aging

Turmeric also has anti-aging
effects due to its antioxidant
properties. It may help to
promote overall vitality and
longevity and preserve cellular
integrity by fighting free radical
damage and oxidative stress.

Support Immune System
Turmeric has become a
candidate for supporting the
immune system due to its
immune-modulating properties.
It can control immune system
responses, which decrease the
risk of infections and promote
overall immune health.

Respiratory Health

The anti-inflammatory effects
of turmeric have been extended
to respiratory health. Turmeric
helps to ease the symptoms
of respiratory conditions such
as COPD (chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease) and asthma.
It also offers relief to people
with these respiratory issues.

Anti-Microbial

Turmeric also possesses
antimicrobial properties. It is
traditionally used in infection
prevention and wound healing.
Turmeric inhibits the growth of
fungi and bacteria. It acts as a
natural anti-microbial agent.

Anti-Allergic

Turmeric has a potential
anti-allergic effect because it
modulates the immune response
which is involved in allergic
reactions. It could be a valuable
therapeutic compound in the
management and treatment of
allergic diseases.

Balance Hormone
Antioxidant, anti-inflammation,
and liver detoxification are
three key features that make
turmeric effective for enhancing
fertility and hormone balance.
It may contribute to hormonal
equilibrium and reproductive
health by influencing the activity
of receptors and hormones.
Turmeric is a remarkable
natural remedy with numerous
health benefits. It is known as a
superfood due to its antioxidant
and anti-inflammatory properties
and potential role in addressing
chronic illness. Turmeric and
a well-balanced diet offer
numerous health benefits. It is
important to identify that the
response of every individual

varies. Consultation with a
health care professional
is advisable with any
lifestyle and dietary
changes, especially for those
taking medications.
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and the opposition, particularly
the Bangladesh  Nationalist
Party (BNP), adds layers of
tension to the electoral process.
Is this election held under the
constitution or not under the
constitution? Examining the
situation through the lens of
the constitution raises critical
questions about the fairness,
participation, and acceptability
of the upcoming elections. This
article explores the changing

political ~ situation, focusing
on topics like the arrest of
opposition leaders, reported

breaches of electoral rules, and
the difficulties faced by affected
families. By looking at both past
events and what’s happening
now, I would like to uncover the
difficulties that could influence
Bangladesh’s elections and affect
its commitment to democracy.

Activity of the ruling

party - constitutional or
unconstitutional?

Just like in other democratic
countries, as per the Bangladesh
constitution, participating in a
peaceful rally is not considered
illegal. The Bangladesh National
Party, BNP, held a lawful rally,
demanding a fair election in the
upcoming parliament election
explicitly stating their non-
violent intentions, while the
Awami regime falsely accused
and provoked them through
the mainstream media.  The
Awami regime organized its
own rally on October 28, calling
it a ‘peace rally,” but encouraged
supporters to come armed with
‘Logi-Boitha,’ reminiscent
of past violent actions during
the BNP’s 2001-2006 tenure.
On 28 October 2006, people
were violently beaten to death
with bamboo sticks by Awami
League’s supporters, following
Sheikh Hasina’s call for her
supporters to bring the bamboo
sticks (Logi-Boitha, see the link
for detail in wikipedia <https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Logi
Boitha Movement> ) (Ref: 12
killed in Bangladesh clashes, Al
Jazeera, 28 Oct 2006). Currently,
the Awami League’s general
secretary threatened the BNP,
referencing the 2013 Hefazat
massacre (Ref:Video suggests
higher Bangladesh protest toll
Al Jazeera, 14 May 2013;

HRW, Blood on the Streets, 1
August 2013, <https://www.hrw.
org/report/2013/08/01/blood-
streets/use-excessive-force-
during-bangladesh-protests  >),
hinting at similar actions if the
alleged redline was crossed
on October 28, 2023. To stop
the rally in Dhaka on October
28, 2023, the police checked
all incoming buses for BNP
supporters. They even inspected
personal belongings like bags,
mobile phones, and IDs to identify
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supporters. A year earlier, 10
December 2022, during another
BNP rally, both the police and
Awami League’s  supporters
checked people’s mobile phones
to know their political views,
sometimes resorting to assault.
In recent large rallies, the police
checked all residential hotels in
Dhaka for BNP supporters and
searched civilian houses. This
situation poses a serious threat to
the privacy and independence of
ordinary citizens in Bangladesh,
with seemingly no one to help
them. This also indicates that
not supporting the ruling party is
treated as illegal but it is not and
should not be. After October 28,
the police consistently arrested
BNP leaders and supporters,
with many facing false criminal
charges. The prison population in
Bangladesh, including those with
false charges against opposition
supporters, has nearly doubled,
even tripled in some districts.
Awami League and its supporters
assist the police in identifying
opposition party supporters, as
if it is illegal to support the BNP
but not constitutionally. If we
claim that BNP supporters were
engaged in criminal activity,
the police have the authority to
arrest them. However, Awami
supporters do not possess any
constitutional or legal rights to
arrest civilians. It is important
to note that police arrests can
also be politically motivated as
practices in Bangladesh. When
the person is not found, police
sometimes arrest, torture, or
detain other family members,
like sons, brothers, or fathers,
or Awami supporters break their
house and loot belongings. This
behavior blatantly violates the
constitution, restricting people’s
freedom to support any party and
their freedom of speech, which
is being heavily suppressed by
the ruling party. Families of
arrested opposition leaders face

hardship as their main providers
are in jail (Arrest of lone earners
leaves families in misery,
New Age, 3 December, 2023).
According to human rights
watch, around 10,000 opposition
supporters were arrested
following a planned rally by
the main opposition Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) on
October 28. Ongoing violence
has resulted in at least 16 deaths,
including 2 police officers, and
over 5,500 injuries (HRW, 21
November 2023, link <https://
www.hrw.org/news/2023/11/26/
bangladesh-violent-autocratic-
crackdown-ahead-elections> )
and also see in the Guardian, (link
<https://www.theguardian.com/
world/2023/nov/10/bangladesh-
opposition-crackdown-election-
sheikh-hasina-awami-league-
bnp>). Human Rights Watch
has gathered evidence, including
interviews, videos, and police
reports, indicating that security

forces are responsible for
excessive force, mass arrests,
disappearances, torture, and

extrajudicial killings in recent
election-related violence.
There are disturbing signs of
coordination between the police
and Awami League supporters
in targeting opposition activists,
causing fear among the public.
A video from November 4, 2023
in Dhaka showed Awami League
activists with police, chanting
threatening slogans “capture the
activists of BNP one by one and
slaughter them,” and carrying
wooden batons to threaten BNP’s
supporters not to come out. Even
the General Secretary of the
Awami League, Obaidul Quader,
mentioned that supporters of
the BNP should either hide
in caves or be prepared to go
to jail. This goes against the
constitution completely. When
BNP supporters get arrested
merely for participating in any
non-violent political campaign,

while Awami League supporters,
despite  carrying  weapons,
using threatening language, and
inciting violence, do not face
arrests, is it in line with the
constitution?

Even though the ruling party
is involved in suppressing the
opposition party, especially the
BNP, violating civilian law of
the country, they constantly
say that elections will be held
under the constitution. But
what is the constitution? Why
is it questionable? Historical
evidence shows that elections
in Bangladesh under political
governments  have  never
been truly free, fair, and
participatory. A non-political
interim government has been
proven to be a solution, ensuring
more fairness and acceptance
by citizens and international
stakeholders. Elections under
such caretaker governments
have historically been more
just like a “tool of changing
regime”. So, it means an election
under a non-political interim
government might be a chance
for the BNP or any other party
to take power. On the other hand,
the ruling party, particularly the
Awami League, fears losing
power, as past elections under
caretaker governments provided
opportunities  for  different
parties. If the demand for a
caretaker government, voiced
by BNP and other parties, is
accepted, the Awami League
might lose power, and they want
to avoid that at all costs. They
fear repercussions, similar to
what happened to BNP leader
Khaleda Zia, who is now in
jail facing seemingly politically
motivated charges. Khaleda
Zia’s son, Tareq Zia, had to
seek political asylum in the UK
since the government denied
him a passport to return. Out of
this apprehension, the Awami
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League is opposing the idea of
a caretaker, interim, or any non-
political government for a free,
fair, and participatory election.

Unveiling Constitution for
parliamentary election

The ruling party, Awami League,
insists on conducting the election
under the current conditions,
with their active involvement.
On the other hand, BNP
demands a non-political interim
government. When we look at
the Awami League’s position,
it’s interesting to note that the
party itself initially advocated
for a non-party caretaker
government during the BNP’s
term from 1991 to 1996. The
Awami League, along with allies
like Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami
and the Jatiya Party, compelled
the BNP to adopt the caretaker
government system after a
prolonged general strike and
negotiations with international
mediators. The Awami League’s
motivation  stemmed  from
dissatisfaction with the 1991
election results, attributing
them to “subtle rigging.”
They believed amending the
constitution to establish a non-
party caretaker government
was necessary for ensuring
fair elections. Sheikh Hasina,
the Awami League leader,
even expressed a desire for the
caretaker government system to
remain indefinitely. The call for
the caretaker government system
gained traction after the alleged
rigging of the Magura by-election
in 1994, where the BNP was
accused of manipulation with the
assistance of civil bureaucracy
and law enforcement agencies.
The Awami League and its allies
argued that the neutrality of
these institutions was crucial for
holding free and fair elections,
even though they were not
biased towards the BNP at
that time. However, during the
Janatar Mancha movement in
1996, it was revealed that the
civil administration was more
politicized in favor of the Awami
League than the ruling BNP.
Despite this, the BNP conducted
the February 1996 election
under the constitution, securing
a significant majority of 278
seats, as the Awami League

boycotted the election. The
BNP then used its parliamentary
majority to pass the 13th

amendment, just after a month
and dismissed the parliament,
paving the way for Bangladesh’s
first national election under the
caretaker government system in
June 1996. Although the BNP
narrowly lost the election (118-
146), the difference in actual
votes between the BNP and the
Awami League was marginal,
highlighting the potential of the
caretaker government system to
facilitate a free and fair election.

Continued on page 13
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During the Awami League
regime from 1996 to 2001, the
Awami League did not change
the law regarding the caretaker
government. The election held
under the caretaker government
in 2001 resulted in Awami
League losing power, and BNP
returned to rule. According to
the provision, the last retired
justice would be the chief of the
caretaker government. When
BNP’s term came to an end, it was
time for the interim government
to take over. However, the Awami
League opposed the formation
of a new caretaker government,
claiming that the retired chief
justice was not neutral and
was politically influenced by
the BNP. The Awami League
alleged that BNP intentionally
extended his tenure so that he
could retire just before forming
the caretaker government. After
this crisis, a military-backed
interim government declared a
state of emergency in the country
and postponed the election
indefinitely. However, the Awami
League had different intentions
for the caretaker government
system, as disclosed in Pranab
Mukherjee’s autobiography,
“The Coalition Years,” published
in 2017. Mukherjee, who served
as India’s influential Finance
Minister during Bangladesh’s
emergency  government led
by Mainuddin-Fakhruddin,
shared a conversation with
General Mainuddin, expressing
the latter’s concerns about his
future if Sheikh Hasina came to
power after the December 2008
election. Mukherjee assured him
of his personal responsibility
for his survival once Hasina
returned to power. The meeting
between Mukherjee and
General Mainuddin presented
an opportunity for the Awami
League to achieve its objectives.
The general’s control over the
2008 election, including the
development of software used
during the election, ensured a
landslide victory for the Awami
League with the coveted two-
thirds majority (230 seats against
the BNP’s 30). This result
enabled the Awami League to
implement the BAKSAL vision
through the 15th constitutional
amendment adopted in June
2011. In 2011, the ruling party
made changes to the constitution,
removing the provision for a
caretaker government. They now
claim elections will follow the
constitution, but the truth is, the
Awami League altered the rules
to stay in power indefinitely.
The 15th amendment repealed
the 13th amendment and the
caretaker government system,

Armed Supporter at GAZI Golam Dastagir s Nomination Sub-
mission.: A Snapshot from Prothom Alo (30 November 2023)

which had provided all political
parties, including the BNP, with
the opportunity to win national
elections. The 15th amendment is
ahighly controversial and burning
political issue in Bangladesh,
as evident in the article, ‘The
Legitimacy And Legality of
15th Amendment’ by Badiul
Alam Majumdar (Legitimacy
and legality of 15th Amendment,
The Daily Star, 31 Oct 2013).
The amendment abolished the
Caretaker Government (CTG)
system, leading to demands from
the opposition for its revival. The
ruling party rejects this, citing
constitutional grounds. Majumder
questions the legitimacy and
legality of the amendment,
suggesting it doesn’t reflect the
will of the people. Additionally,
the unamendable clause in
Article 7B raises doubts about
its legality. The Constitution, as
stated in its Preamble, is meant
to represent the will of the people
of Bangladesh. Regrettably,
the same cannot be said for
the Fifteenth Amendment. It
fails to capture the consensus
of the Committee members,
all affiliated with the Awami
League or its allies, and appears
to be the outcome of one person’s
directive—the Prime Minister.
Consequently, the legitimacy
of the Fifteenth Amendment
is highly questionable, and its
legality is also cast into doubt.
Despite Article 7B rendering
a significant portion of our
Constitution unamendable,
Mahmudul Islam asserts, “No
Parliament can bind the successor
Parliament” (Constitutional Law
of Bangladesh, 3rd Edition, p.
31). If the 15th amendment lacks
legitimacy, it means the elections
held under this amendment
in 2014 and 2018 are illegal.
Consequently, two consecutive
terms of the Awami League-led
government are also deemed
illegal. Likewise, all their actions
during this tenure are considered
illegal and unconstitutional.
This holds implications for
the upcoming 2024 election

as well. The 15th amendment,
however, contained a provision
that allowed sitting members
of parliament to contest in the
next election while retaining
their seats and privileges. This
provision, without annulling the
existing parliament, would enable
the Awami League and its allies
to nominate the overwhelming
majority of sitting MPs to contest
in all 300 seats, leaving no room
for opposition candidates. This is
referred to as a so-called “election
under the constitution”.

Examining the Conduct of the
‘Free and Fair’ Election under
Sheikh Hasina’s Constitution!
The 15th amendment, along
with the politicization of
civil bureaucracy and law
enforcement agencies during
the Awami League’s tenure,
made it increasingly difficult
for opposition parties to contest
elections fairly. In 2014, the
major opposition party BNP
boycotted the election, refusing
to participate in the so-called
dramatized election. At least
153 seats in parliament were
elected without any opposition
candidates, meaning no polling
occurred due to the single
candidature and the absence of
multiple candidates. To form
a government, only 151 seats
out of 300 were required. Since
153 seats had no candidates
other than a single one from the
Awami League, the possibility
of forming a government was
already secured. The election in
the remaining 147 seats became
less important as it lost its validity.
Voters already knew that the
Awami League was going to form
a government, so going to the
polling center for the rest of the
147 seats had no value, and most
voters abstained. However, the
Awamicised election commission
showed a large number of voters
at the polling center, declaring an
Awami victory. This is sometimes
referred to as a government
without votes, known as “Bina
Voter Sarkar” in Bengali.

Another drama unfolded during
the 2018 election. BNP and its
major allied parties once again
demanded a non-political interim
caretaker government to organize
a free, fair, and peaceful election,
but Awami League denied it.
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,
the leader of Awami League,
promised to ensure a free and
fair election. She emphasized her
identity as the daughter of Sheikh
Mujib, the father of the nation,
and urged every party to trust her.
However, once the election was
announced, and major parties
participated, the  on-ground
situation was unfavorable for any
political party except the Awami
League. In many areas, especially
BNP and its allies, they couldn’t
organize a free campaign.
Awami  League  supporters
openly threatened to prevent
BNP from reaching the polling
center on election day, warning
of potential violence, including
torture, injuries, or even death
for BNP supporters. On the day
of the election, polling agents of
BNP and its allies were expelled
from the polling centers, and
general voters were obstructed
on the roads, warned not to go
to the polling center. Even those
who reached the centers found
their votes already stamped by
someone else (possibly ghost or
dummy voters), prompting them
to return home. Some voters
encountered army platoons near
polling centers but received no
assistance when seeking help.
Faced with these challenges,
BNP and its allies boycotted the
election, asserting that it was
not fair, and rejecting both the
election and its outcomes. BBC
reporters witnessed alleged
ballot-stuffing and irregularities
the 2018 election, earning it the
nickname “midnight election”
( Ref BBC, 30 December 2018,
Bangladesh elections: Deadly
clashes mar vote, see link
<https://www.bbc.com/news/
world-asia-46603113> and
Bangladesh election: Opposition
demands new vote, see link
<https://www.bbc.com/news/
world-asia-46716605> . Shortly
before voting commenced, a
BBC correspondent noticed fully
filled ballot boxes at a polling
center in the city of Chittagong.
This implies that the ballots had
been stamped the night before
the election. This 2018’s election
is often called the “Nishi rater
vote” in Bengali, which means an
election conducted at midnight
without the participation of any
voters.

After the 2018 election, some
parliamentary  seats became
vacant, leading to by-elections.
However, these by-elections

were predetermined. In Bogra,
a relatively unknown and
uneducated YouTuber, Hero
Alam, contested against an
Awami  League  candidate.
Despite allegations of rigging,
Hero Alam claimed he was
supposed to win, but the
election commission declared a
preplanned victory for the Awami
candidate. In the Dhaka-17 by-
election, Hero Alam contested
again, this time against Awami
leader Mohammad A. Arafat, a
professor at Dhaka University.
Hero Alam faced similar
challenges and was even brutally
tortured, drawing international
concern from the United Nations
and the USA. Despite these
incidents, the Awami League
continued to promise free and
fair elections. The final test
case was the by-election in
Lakshmipur-3 just before the
end of the government’s tenure.
Elected members would not
even have had a chance to attend
the parliament meeting, but the
election was rigged even though
there was no strong opposition
candidate. Majority of voters did
not go to the polling center. A
viral video revealed that a former
leader of the Bangladesh Chhatra
League, the student wing of
the governing Awami League,
stamped the ‘boat’ symbol on
ballot papers openly during a
by-election in the Lakshmipur-3
constituency. The 57-second
video, which went viral on
social media, showed the former
BCL leader stamping on 43
ballots. (Prothom Alo: Former
BCL Leader stamps 43 ballots
in 57-second, video goes viral
Staff, 07 Nov 2023, the news link
is here <https://en.prothomalo.
com/bangladesh/politics/
ust05azvdm> ). This highlights
the questionable nature of so-
called free, fair, and participatory
elections under the Awami
League and the constitution
during its regime.

2024 Election Preparations:
Ensuring Constitutional
Compliance?
In preparation for the upcoming
election, several Awami League
candidates, including notable
figures like Golam Dastagir
Gazi, have already been observed
violating the code of conduct.
Gazi, the Awami League
candidate for Narayanganj-1
Constituency and the current
Member of Parliament, along
with being the Textiles and
Jute Minister, submitted his
nomination papers with a
motorcade (Violation of code of
conduct at the beginning, almost
all from Awami League, Prothom
Alo, 30 Nov 2023;

Continued on page 14
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Shakib breaches code of conduct
during first visit to constituency,
Prothom Alo, 30 Nov 2023).

Gazi’s supporters were seen
carrying firearms and local
weapons like machetes and

knives when approaching to
submit the nomination papers
(Prothom Alo Bangla Version,
SRy cote SEYRTR  (<iTeie
W@ A NEe W wikE, 30
November 2023). Additionally,
Awami League supporters are
reportedly collaborating with the
police to conduct door-to-door
searches to locate and arrest BNP
supporters. The police, in some
instances, are arresting BNP
supporters’ family members,
such as fathers, mothers, or even
supportive wives, in the absence
of the targeted individuals. A
notable example is Noory. Her
dad supports the opposition
political party in Bangladesh.
Similar to many others, her father
is hiding to avoid trouble from the
ruling party thugs and police. The
police come and take her mother
as a hostage to pressure her
father into surrendering. Noory
is crying uncontrollably because
both parents are absent. Another
example is the BNP-police chase
in Sunamganj. A little innocent
child is crying, saying, “I will
go to father, I will go to father.”
The video link of this news is
here <https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=Ykq39GkTQKc>.
Sheikh  Hasina’s  party is
determined to imprison every
viable opposition activist to
prevent them from participating
or opposing the election. They
aim for another uncontested
election, similar to the two
previous ones.  There have
also been reports of people
wearing masks and arriving with
motorcades or unregistered (no
visible registration plate) cars
attacking BNP supporters. In
the Rajshahi region, unidentified
assailants wearing masks or
helmets have killed three BNP-
Jamaat supporters and injured
15 others in the past two months,
leaving the police puzzled. A
series of attacks by masked
individuals targeted opposition
members, with nine leaders and
activists from the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) and
Jamaat-e-Islami suffering brutal
assaults in Natore’s four upazilas
over the last month. Some
were beaten, others hacked,
and some even shot by these
unknown attackers. (Attacks on
BNP-Jamaat men: Of masks,
helmets and baffled cops, The
daily Star, 22 November 2023;
Natore: Masked miscreants
launch series of attacks on
opposition men, Prothom Alo,

14 November 2023). A millions
dollars question is why are only
opposition parties the victims of
these masked attackers? Do these
actions align with the principles
of the constitution?

2024 Election Outlook:
Prospects Under So-called
Constitutional Framework
Ignoring the concerns and calls
for a free, fair, and participatory
election by the international
community, including  the
USA, EU, United Nations,
and Human Rights Watch, the
ruling party in Bangladesh is
proceeding with the election
under the so-called constitution,
as they claim. It’s noteworthy
that Awami League, BNP,
and Jatiya Party are the major
political parties in Bangladesh,
previously alternating in power.
Another  semi-major  party,
Jamaat-e-Islami, did not form
the government but had a
significant impact on winning
seats and forming coalition
governments. However, Jamaat-
e-Islami’s  registration  has
already been canceled during
the current regime, blaming
their involvement in the 1971
liberation war, which categorized
them as against the liberation.

Jatiya Party is losing popularity
due to its questionable coalition
with Awami League and the
death of the founding leader H M
Ershad. The party is now facing
a major leadership crisis between
Ershad’s wifeand brother. Despite
their declining popularity, they
still hold influence in elections,
especially in the northern part
of Bangladesh if the election
is fair. Since they were allies
of Awami League before, their
participation in the election does
not signify true participatory
elections. For the election to be
participatory, the involvement
of the BNP is crucial. Without
their participation, voters are
likely to abstain from the poll
center. However, if the election
is free and fair, BNP could
potentially secure a regime
change, something undesirable
for Awami League. Even if the
BNP decides to participate,
ruling party supporters, along
with government forces, are
expected to intensify their efforts
to suppress the BNP. Therefore,
BNP’s non-participation would
turn the election ground into a
one-sided contest, confirming
Awami League and its allies’
victory in all 300 seats. The
nomination from Awami League
(Symbol: Boat) indicates a
high probability of winning
the seat. Many Awami leaders
in parliamentary seats express
interest in receiving nominations

Meet Noory, a victim of political persecution in Bangladesh. Her
dad supports the opposition in Bangladesh, hiding from trouble.
Police took her mom hostage to pressure him. Noory's left crying
without both parents. Picture from Social media.

from Awami League, with an
average of 11 candidates applying
for nomination and the boat
symbol in every parliamentary
seat. However, practically, a
single candidate gets nominated
in each parliamentary seat
of any party, meaning one
candidate will be considered for
nomination by Awami League
to hold the symbol boat. Those
who are not nominated can still
stand as independent candidates,
but they will lose their party
membership as per political party
regulations. Additionally, Awami
League offers minor parties
the chance to participate in the
election by sharing some seats.
It’s noteworthy that numerous
political parties in Bangladesh
sometimes fail to win any
seats despite having a very low
number of voters. For instance,
Kalyan Party, formed by retired
Army General Ibrahim, had only
0.03% of the vote in the last 2018
election. Still, the ruling party
has offered them some sharing
seats if they participate in the
election. Similarly, ruling parties
might attempt to fragment major
parties like BNP into smaller
ones and offer them sharing
seats, as seen with Trinamool
BNP and BNMP, newly formed
with politicians who separated
from BNP. Even Awami
League offers candidature with
the boat symbol! The notable
example of this strategy for the
2024 election is the candidate
Barrister M Shahjahan Omar.
He was BNP’s vice chairman
and was arrested on multiple
charges, in what appears to be
an ill-motivated political case.
However, he was released from
jail through the recommendation
of the ruling party. After his
release, Shahjahan Omar joined
the Awami League just a day
later. He submitted a nomination
form as an AL candidate from
Jhalakathi-1 constituency.

Shahjahan Omar, now the Awami
League-nominated candidate
for the Jhalakathi-1 (Kanthalia-
Rajapur) constituency, attended
a party rally in the town,
where his supporters were seen
holding guns (Accompanied
by armed BNP men, Shahjahan
Omar attends AL rally, Dhaka
Tribune, 4 December 2023). It
is questionable whether holding
a gun in an election campaign is
constitutional.

It is allegedly rumored that
minor parties are negotiating
to share a certain number of
seats; for example, Jatiya Party
demanded 50 seats, Kalyan
Party demanded 10 seats, and
Trinamool BNP demanded 3
seats. The plan seems to be
securing parliamentary seats
through negotiations before the
election and then staging a drama
on polling day to legitimize
it. While Awami League has
offered these so-called political
parties the chance to share a few
seats, they have already declared
nominated candidates for all
300 seats, leaving little room
for these minority parties. As
a result, there is a risk of them
withdrawing their candidature
before the confirmation date.
If this happens, all 300 seats or
most of them may be declared
selections (no election needed
due to the absence of multiple
candidates). Such an outcome
would not be accepted as a
participatory election by the
public.

To address this, the Prime
Minister has taken a strategic
move by declaring that nominated
candidates must contest with
independent candidates, defined
as “dummy candidates” by the
Prime Minister (Sheikh Hasina
suggests alternative candidates
to prevent uncontested wins,
Prothom Alo, 27 Nov 2023).

Although there are provisions
for losing party membership for
independent candidates, Awami
League has issued a notice stating
that their party membership will
not be voided. These dummy
candidates are essentially ruling
party leaders participating in the
election without Awami League’s
nomination. The trick employed
by the ruling party serves
multiple purposes: 1) if a dummy
candidate (not nominated by
Awami League) wins, they can
join Awami League to form the
government; 2) the ruling party
can claim the election was free,
fair, and participatory as an
independent or dummy candidate
won; 3) dummy candidates may
win based on their popularity;
4) the election could potentially
be manipulated to make dummy
candidates win and demonstrate
the fairness of the election; 5)
even if a dummy candidate wins,
it doesn’t incur any loss for the
ruling party. This sums up the
election scenario, where the
ruling party, Awami League, is
essentially competing with itself
— those who are non-nominated
candidates or dummy candidates.
It’s a win-win situation,
illustrating the Awami way of
organizing a participatory, free,
and fair election under the Awami
constitution, where election day
is more of a theatrical stage,
and the outcome is already
confirmed.

In conclusion, the election
scenario in Bangladesh is
marked by allegations of
manipulation, with the ruling
party, Awami League, employing
various tactics to secure victory.
The rumored negotiations with
minor parties for seat-sharing,
the introduction of dummy
candidates, and the potential
withdrawal of candidates raise
concerns about the legitimacy of
the upcoming election. Instances
of Awami League candidates
submitting nominations with
armed supporters and using
police to target opposition
supporters further raise questions
about the fairness and adherence
to constitutional principles. The
observed actions, including
armed motorcades and door-
to-door searches for opposition
supporters, create doubts
about whether these practices
align with the principles of a
democratic and constitutionally
sound electoral process. In a
word, the election is shamelessly
rational with a number of
unconstitutional events.

Dr. Md Nurul Amin, PhD in Life
Science, Aquaculture Technical
Officer, IMAS, University of
Tasmania, Australia.
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Money Bransfers with more
pickup locations than a CNG

Send money to over 7,500 cash pickup
locations in Bangladesh.

Transfer on its way

Jonathan Smith will receive 10660.00 BDT

Proudly supporting you to send money back home safely, quickly, and affordably.
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*95% of our July 2022 money transfers were authorised within 60 minutes.
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IniAkika, Sadaga
Qurbani

+ Goat $300 ~— : " T lgﬁj} Custer parking available at rear via Gillies Lane.
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+* Whole lamb 6 :
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MRE, CAICHI e 2 Sunday 07:00-05:00 PM

A Mohamed: 0414 BBT 786, A.C.N: 251 22 168 996 Tel: 02 9759 2603
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The first proper Multicultural

Islamic Centre in Tamworth

Tamworth is a

city in northeast
New South Wales
known for the
annual Tamworth
Country Festival,
which draws big-
name international
acts. The Australian
Equine and Livestock
Events Centre on
the city’s southern
outskirts hosts
horse-related events.
Nearby is the Big
Golden Guitar Centre
with its giant guitar
statue and wax
museum. The central
Tamworth Regional
Gallery houses local
textiles and art.
Tamworth is situated
on the Peel River
within the local
government area

of the Tamworth
Regional Council, it
is the largest and
most populated

city in the region,
with a population

of 63,920 in 2021,
making it the second
largest inland city

in New South Wales.
Tamworth is 318 km
(198 mi) from the
Queensland border
and is located almost
midway between
Brisbane and Sydney.
Many Muslims
professionals living
there including
doctors, engineers,
businessmen.

The multicultural
Muslims community
deposited for a
Islamic Centre.
Please come

forward & support
generously.

NEW ENGLAND

NSW INC2100439
MULTICULTURAL ABN: 55 138 846 648
COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION ACNC REGISTERED

URGEN
APPEA

FOR |
AMWORTH

==

ISLAMIC CENTRE

Please Support Us

e signed the contract and

1X months to get this place.

$550,000 L2

Settlement date 31st Jan 2024
v s il
ml .
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Bank Account Details:

Account Name: NEMCA CONTACT DETAILS:
BSB: 082-842 Phone : 0406289032,

X A LYY/ Al 0447078265, 0410644786
PayID : 55138846648 E-mail: nemcainc@gmail.com

YOUR DONATION WILL INSHA ALLAH HELP US BUY THIS CHURCH
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The innocent people of Palestine are crying for basic needs such as food, Water, Medicine
& Shelter. Please help those who are suffering, we are always with oppressed kids & elderly
people who are desperately looking for help. May Allah swt accept all of your contributions.

Please mention ‘PIn donation’ when you deposit. You may deposit it to:

CYCDO, BSB: 062 191 ACCOUNT: 1102 7026
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